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FRINEDSHEIP. 


“Give me the man whose liberal mind 
Means general] good to all mankind: 
Who, when his friend, by fortune’s wound, 
Falls tumbling headlong to the ground, 
Can meet him with a warm embrace, 
_ And wipe the tears from off his face.” 
Disappointment is the lot of all: and where 
) is the man who can say that all his plans are 
completed, and his every wish obtained ? We 
' see mankind in every portion of the globe 
| struggling with all their force to p 
“some design, suggested either by their desires 
0 wants, straining every nerve and employing 
“all their faculties to accomplish their énds ; 
and among them all, how small a portion meet 
/with success. Th patient perseverance of 
industry is exhausted; the boldness of enter- 
‘Prise fails, and all the dexterity of stratagem is 
‘Maught.. Plans may be formed with the ut- 
“most skill and sagacity, pondered on and ma- 
» tured with so much care and deliberation that 
defeat seems impossible ; guarded with un- 
wearied caution and diligence, against dangers 
>on every side, when some unthought of oc- 
eurrence which comes across, unforseen and 





imaccounted for, baffles their wisdom, and. 


Prostrates all their plans and labours in the 
Mankind have tried for ages, in‘ vain, 

the atmost-Cxtess: of gen abilities, so 

SCO a path which, in ’ 

eads with unerring certainty to success. 

‘ m a man has tried faithfully, yet un- 


ts 


ra 





successfully, to obtain wherewithal he may 
bring comfort to himself, and happiness to 
those around him; when he has seized the 
cup and is just raising it to the parched lip of 
expectancy with one hand, while the other is 
raised in thankful adoration to Him who has 
crowned his labours with success, then should 
perverse fortune, by a blasting stroke, dask 
the cup from his hand, and leave him, point- 
ed at by the finger of scorn, to wander alone 
and unfriended through a world that cares not 
for his sorrows— 

Oh! is there aught can light his eye 

Which grief has caused to languish ! 

Or, is there aught can soothe the sigh 

Which heaves in bitter anguish ! 

Yes, there is one, and only one who then 
can cheer his gloomy spirit, dissipate the 
clouds that hang around, and remove the fur- 
row from his brow. It is a disinterested friend ; 
one who feels for the suffering of a fellow man, 
and seeing talents, and feeling, and sensibili- 
ty, beneath the garb of wretchedness, will ex- 
tend the hand of kindness, and bind up the 
wounds which a base and ungrateful world 
has opened; one who knows and feels that 
he 

‘“‘ Who does the best his circumstance allows, 

Does well, acts nobly ; angels could no more.” 

This is the man, who with his virtues un- 
blemished, and integrity incorruptible, will 
uphold justice against all opposition, who 
heeded not censure that is unfounded, nor 
reproach that is unmerited,can despise all 
compliance with customary forms, of those 
around him when they are either Vicious or 
unlawful, aud force approbation even from 
those disposed to hate. In Him we may any 
time place confidence, for all His actions rest 
upon a fixed principle within, which no art 
con: best abl ne thant can break. Flattery 
may sing her syren geng to ensnare him, and 
power may stretch her influence to crush him: 
their efforts af alike useless and vain. 

Compare this man with the selfish, sordid 
ch who dishonours the native dignity of 
own soul, and centres all his thoughts and 
affections on the idea he entertains ef his own 
happiness and greatness, and prostitutes vir- 
tue — in the pursuit of shadows and 
unreal ‘which attract his admiration.— 
How great the contrast! while he merits and 
receives the applause of every friend to virtue, 
on the other is bestowed the purchased praises 
of syeophantic hirelings; while the exit of one 
is lamented by evggy. friend. of humani 
other is only viewed ag 
erable from the thralde 





» and 


Let us then emulate the bright: example of 
the former, while we execrate the base selfish- 
ness of the latter, and strive to be among those 
who, when they see a friend distressed, 

“ Can mect him with a warm embrace, 
And wipe the tear from off his face.” 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


DEDICATION & INSTALLATION. 

On Wedesday the 15th inst. the Universalist 
Meeting-House, recently erected in. Water- 
town, Mass. was dedicated to religious purpo- 
ses; and on the afternoon of the same day, the 
Rev. Russert Streeter was installed over 
the Society, for the use of which said house 
was erected. The services were performed in 
the following order: 

DEDICATION. 

1. An Anthem, “ O praise God in his-holiness.” 

2. Introductory Prayer—Rev. J. S. Tuompson. 

3. Reading the Scriptures—Rev. E. Lronarn. 

4. Dedicatory Prayer—Rev. Russ’ Streeter. 

5. Hymn, “ How does my heart rejeice 

To hear the public voice.” ‘ 

6. Sermon by Rev. H. Battov of Boston. Text, 
Isa. Ivi. 6, 7.—Also thie sons of the stra: that join 
themselves to the Lord, to serve him, an love the 
name of the Lord, to be bis servants, every one that 
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh 
hold of my covenant ; even them will I bring to my 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in the house of 
prayer : their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall 
be accepted upon mince altar; for mine house shall be 
called a house of poayer for all people.” 

7. Prayer—Rev. H. Batxov, 2d. 

. Anthem, “ Lord of all power and might.” 

- Benediction. 

INSTALLATION, 

. Anthem, “ O give thanks.” 

. Prayer—Rev. H. Batiov. 

- Hymn, “ Joy to the world the Lord is come.” 

. Sermon—Rev. Sresastian Strerter. Text, 
Titus iii. 8—This is a faithful saying, and ‘these 
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they 
which believe in God might be careful to maintain 
good works. These things are good and profitable 
unite men.” 

5. Installing Prayer—Rev. T. Wruirremore. 

6. Charge—Rev. H. Barxov, 2d. 

7. Right Hand of Fellowship-Rev. J.S. Tuompson. 

8. Prayer—Rev. Apin Bautov. 

9. Anthem, “ Lord dissmiss uawith thy blessing.” 

10. Bencdiction, by the Pastor: 

The day was remarkably fine; and the con- 
course of people sufficiently large to fill every 
avenue in the house. The utmost order and 
decorum prevailed ; and the fixed and inces- 
sant attention of the audience gave evidence 
of the interest they the services, Praise 
may, with great pr y, be bestowed upon 
the performances of the choir, which were 

mpt and expressive, _. ‘ie 
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congregation when seated, faces the choir, 
the desk, and the entrance ofthe house. ‘The 
desk is of mahogany, supported in front by 
four pillars of the same material, the whole 
presenting simplicity and neatness to the view. 
The site on which the house stands is elevat- 
ed, and the situation may be considered more 
than ordinary beautiful. 

It is our earnest prayer to Him, from whom 
all blessings come, that he may continue the 
success which he has already vouchsafed to | 
this people, and cause the connexion now | 
formed between them and their public ser- | 
vant, toeventuate in building up the cause of | 
Universal Love, and promoting the mutual 
happiness of all concerned. 





The late Lord Mansfield made a point for | 
many years, of inquiring from all the aged per- | 
sous, that at any time appeared beiore him to | 
give evidence, into their particular mode of| 
living, in order that he might be able to form | 
some general conclusion, with regard to the 
causes of their longevity. The result was, 
that he could draw no inference from their in- 
temperance or abstemiousness, with regard to 
diet or drink, but they all agreed in one point, 


that of early rising. 


. FROM TIE MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 
A remarkable instanceof DIVINE PROV- 
IDENGQ® in the family of Mr. Hastings. 
This man was a reputable merchant in—— 
—-,a country town in England. He married 
young, and had a numerous family, over witom 
as his temper was hasty and ungovernable, he 
exercised the parental authority with harshness | 
and severity. His wife, who was a pattern of | 
female mildness and gentleness, made it her 
atudy, by every softening and conciliating art, 
to keep her husband in good humour with her- 
self and children, but often failed in both. 
Charles, their eldest son, had one of those 
dispositions which, though easily managed by 
gentle methods, always revolted against the 
exertion of passionate and vigorous authority. 
it was therefore impossible that he should a- 
void frequent and angry disputes with his fa- 
ther, whose sternness andyseverity he returned 
with unyielding obstinacy. These unhappy 
contests acquired such additional force with 
increasing years, that when the youth had 
reached the age of fifteen, his father in a fit of 
anger, turned him out of doors, with an injunc- 
tion to depart and never see his face again. 
The lad’s spirit was too high to render a 
repetition of the command necessary. Unpro- 
vided, as he was, he set out immediately on 
fect for London: where after much hardship 
and fatigue, he arrived, and finding an East 
India captain with whom his father had some 
acquaintance, obtained leave to accompany 
him in a voyage*-whieh ¢ommenced-in a few 
days. . ae 


not help regretting that his son had so well o- 
heyed the command which his passion had 
dictated; and the mother, for whom the youth 





Coie a 
Exasperated, as Mr. Hastings was, he could} 


had always testified the greatest affection, was 
long inconsolable. rom their repeated in- 
quiries, they were only able to learn that their 
son had gone to sea; but to what part, and in 
what situation they could not discover. 

To this cause of distress, was soon added 
that of a decline in their circumstances, owing 
to repeated losses in trade. After an ineffect- 
ual struggle of a few years, they were obliged 
to retire to a small house in a neighbouring vil- 
lage, where almost consumed by grief, with 
health and spirits broken, they lived in indi- 
gence and obscurity. One advantage, how- 
ever, occurred to Mr Hastings from his mis- 
fortune; his temper was gradually softened, 
his passions subsided, and he attempted to al- 
leviate by kindness the sufferings of his part- 
ner in affliction, behaving with the greatest 
tenderness to his wife, of whose amiable qual- 
ities he became every day more sensible. 

Charles, in the mean time, was passing thro’ 
various scenes of fortune. His first setting out 
was unfavourable. The captain, to whom he 
had greatly reommended himself by his assi- 
duities, died on the passage; and he was set a- 
shore at Madras, without any money, patron or 
friend.—He was almost ready to perish from 
want, when an opulent merchant of the facto- 
ry took compassion on him, and carried him 
to his house. After witnessing his diligence 
and fidelity for some time, in a very low em- 
ployment, the gentleman advanced him to his 
counting-house, and initiated him into the com- 
mercial business of the settlement. 

During a short probation in this office, the 
youth exhibited such tokens of capacity that 
he was thought a proper person to be sent a 
distance up the country, to a trading post of 
some consequence. He here managed some 
difficult and important concerns with so much 


address, and acted on some critical emergen- 


cies with such propriety and resolution, that 
he acquired the confidence of the whole fac- 
tory. He was soon promoted to a lucrative 
and honourable station, and began to make a 
fortune with the rapidity peculiar to that coun- 
try. 

The impression of injury with which he had 
left his father’s house, and the subsequent 
hardships he underwent, for some time sup- 
pressed his filial affection. He thought of 
home as the scene of severe and unmerited 
chastisement. By degrees, however, as bet 
prospects opened upon him, his feelings b 
came changed ; he melted at the recoll 
of the uniform kindness of his mother, and 
the playful endearments of his brothers and 
sisters. He even formed excuses foryhis fa- 
ther’s severity, and condemned his own ob- 
stinacy, as at least, equally blameable. He 
grew so uneasy under these impressions, that 
not all the flattering prospects before him 
could induce him: to delay any longer an in- 
terview, which he so ardently desired. He 





collected all his passage for 
England, where he arr in, Naga absence of 
nine years. ee. ie” 
On landing he mét with a townsman, who 
ie 








informed him, of the melancholy change in his 
father’s situation. With a heart agitated by 
every tender emotion, he instantly set off for 
the place of their abode. It was towards the 
approach of evening, when the unhappy couple, 
in melancholy despondence, sat by their gloonty 
ece. A letter which Mr. Hastings had that 
day received from the landlord of his little 
habitation, to whom he was somewhat in ar- 
rears, threw more than usual dejection over 
the family. Holding the letter in his hand, 
“what shall we do?” said he; he threatens 
to turn us out of doors—unfeeling man! But 
how can [ expect more mercy from a stranger 
than I showed to my own son?” The reflec- 
tion was too much for Mrs, Hastings to bear ; 
she wrung her hands ; sobbed and wept bitter- 
ly. Not a thought of her present condition 
dwelt on her mind; she felt only for her long 
lost son. The eldest daughter, whose elc- 
gance of form was ill concealed by the mean- 
ness of her dress, while the sympathetic tears 
trickled down her cheeks, endeavoured to con- 
sole her. ‘The father sighed from the bottom 
of his heart; and two youths, his eldest re- 
maining sons, hung over the mournful scene 
with’ looks of settled melencholy. Some of 
the younger children, as yet unconscious of 
sorrow, were seated round the door. They 
ran with the news that a chaise had stopped 
before the house, and a fine gentleman was 
getting out of it. He entered a moment after, 
when, on viewing the group before him, he had 
only strength enough to stagyar to a chair and 
fainted. The family crowded around him, and 
the mother, looking eagerly in his face, cried 
“*My son! my son,” and sunk down beside 
him. The father stood with his hands clasped 
in astonishment; and then dropped on his 
knees and exclaimed, ‘‘Heaven I thank thee.” 
He then flew to his son clasped him in his arms 
and recalled him tolife. His recollections no 
sooner returned than he asked his father’s for- 
giveness. ‘“‘ Forgive you, Charles ?” said the 
father—“ It is I who need forgiveness.” The 
mother in the mean time, lay almost senseless 
inthe arms of her daugliter. It was long be- 
fore she had strength to endure the sight of 


her son, whom she had so long desired to sec. ~ 


The whole family were overjoyed, and the el- 
dest sister, who so easily recollected the be- 
loved companion of her youth, exhibited marks 
of the liveliest sensibility. — 

After the first tender greetings and inquiries 
" over, Charles briefly related to his pa- 
rents the various events that had befallen him; 
softening however the distressed parts, lest he 
should renew, sensations already too pa 
He concluded with acquainting 
he had acquired wag theirs; 
the whole to their disposal, ; 
consider himself sharer v 
children. The father would not accept the 
offer in its full extent, but borrowed a consid- 
erable share of his son’s property, he associated 
him with ‘himself in a mercantile concern, by 
which he was enabled to regain his former 
opulence. i 
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It is natural for every man uninstrucied to 
murmur at his condition, because, in the gen- 
eral infelicity of life, he feels his own mise- 
1ies without knowing that they are common to 
ull the rest of the species ; and, therefore, 
though he will not be less sensible of pain by 
being told that others are equally tormented, 
he will at least be freed from temptation of 
seeking, by perpetual changes, that ease which 
is no where to be found and though his dis- 
ease still continues, he escapes the hazard of 
exasperating it by remodies. 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 

The occasion of the following Ictter was thus: ] 
attended a meeting of Orthodox Conzzegationalists at 
Plymouth, Mass. holden in their vestry. A preacher 
delivered the discourse, and after he had closed, the 
gentleman alluded to in the letter, arose and addressed 
the audience. Supposing myself to be the only Uni- 
versulist present, I replied to him. After the conclud- 
ing prayer, which was filled with wrath and indigna- 
tion. | observed to the clergyman that there were some 
wrong statements in his discourse. He wished me to 


point them out. 
LETTER. 

Rev. Sir—Notwithstanding a few days 
have elapsed since our interview on the eve- 
ning of the 12th, yet, Sir, 1 cannot think of 
permitting such an event to pass without far- 
ther notice. ‘There were some things in your 
conduct that have appeared to me, even after 
exercising the greatest candour, to be inconsis- 
tent with that spirit of the gospel, which ought 
more especially to govern those who profess to 
stand forth to the world in its defence. It is 
not my intention, at present, to discuss the 
truth of either doctrine which we corftended 
for that evening. 

The first thing I have to notice is, your re- 
quest for me to explain the parable of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus, which is recorded in 
the 16th chapter of St. Luke. You made this 
Tequest, you observed, for your amusement. I 
replied, at the time, that I should not explain 
scripture for that purpose : upon farther re- 
flection since that evening, I have been really 
astonished that a minister of the gospel should 
make such a request. What! explain ne 
ture to amuse a preacher.of Jesus Christ 
you, Sir, read your Bible amusement ? ~} 
have heard of novels and romances being read 
for that. purpose, but never did I hear of the 
word of God. being read for amusement !— 
Shocking impiety! I pray, Sir, thatyou may 
he forgiven this sin, What would your peo- 
ple think of you, did they know that. you re- 
quested to have the Bible explained for your 
awusement ? 

_ The'second thing I wish to call your atten- 
tion to is, that you even laughed when I 
brought forward the oathof Jehovah, recorded 
in the 45th. of Isaiah, in support of the doc- 
you consider the 
oath of the Almighty as nothing? Pray tell me 
Sir, if you can rest the doctrine of the endless 
Misery of a great portion of mankind on the 
4 forty-two 
places in the Scriptures, where the sentiment 


forever. Yet, Sir, you are constantly preach- 
ing the eternal wrath of an incensed God with- 
out one solitary pessage on wiich to rest the 
doctrine! Now, Sir, lask which is most like- 
ly to be true, a sentiment that is recorded for- 
ty-two times, or that which is not to be found 
in the Bible? You observed during your 
laugh at my founding my faith on the oath of 
God, that it was a favourite passage. I ac- 
knowledge this, Sir, with pleasure, and I hope 
that it will eternally remain sd: for ifthe oath 
of God pledged for the salvation of the world 
cannot give satisfaction, I know not what can. 

3dly. There was another thing, Sir, which 
appeared to me to be really ridiculous in your 
sentiments. You contended that some persons 
left this world perfectly fit for heaven! 1 
should like to see such a person. Solomon, in 
his prayer to Almighty God, said, “ for there is 
no man that sinneth not.” JI. Kings viii. 46. 
He also says, in his book of Ecclesiastes, 
“There is not a just man upon earth, that do- 
eth good, and sinneth not.” (vii. 20.) Now, 
Sir, which am I to believe, your word or the 
Bible? Again : you admitted, after some hes- 
itation that aman mighit die drunk. This is 
sometimes the case, though for the honour of 
human nature, such instances are not frequent. 
You strenuously contend that there would be 
no change alter death, and therefore you were 
driven to maintain the following ridiculous and 
absurd idea, that there will be in the future 
state, eternal drunkards. You went still far- 
ther than this: you even contended that after 
they were clothed in immortaiity, they would 
be immortal drunkards. Then, Sir, accord- 
ing to your reasoning, the following absurd 
idea is the result: that “when this corruptible 
shall put on ‘incorruption, and this mortal shail 
have put on immortality”’—there will be in- 
mortal drunkards, immortal thieves, immortal 
revilers, immortal extortioners, immortal forni- 
cators, immortal slanderers ! ! and these are to 
sing, “‘ Death is swallowed up imyictory. O 
Death ! Where is thy sting? O Grave! where 
is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; the 
strength of sin is the law, but thanks be to 
God which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ !’’. 

You also said, that you had attended the 
death-bed of several Universalists who have 
given up thesdoctrine on their death-beds !— 
Upon questing you with regard to them, and 
questing their nasmes, you mformed me of one 

tof the several ; this was a. Mr. Job Church- 
iil. Being a stranger at Plymouth af the 
time, I ebticlailed that you ‘would not deceive 
me, but would tell the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, But, Sir, judge of my sur- 
psisé, ‘when upon inquiring next morning, I 
was told that he had not been a Universalist, 
and had been opposed to the doctrine! What, 
Sir, must] think of'such an assertion from oye’ 
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| wthout a change, &c. Now, Sir, I defy any 
}one to show me such a sentiment from any 
| book, or expression of a Universalist. I would 
ask you, Sir, whether you call meetings for 
the purpose of promoting revivals, and then 
approve of slandering other denominations !— 
| As to the conduct of the Universalists at Plym- 
outh, | undertake to say nothing at present.— 
Whether they are irreligious or not, is not for 
others to say, ina meeting called together for 
the express purpose of promoting the mild and 
|peaceable doctrine of the lowly Saviour. [ 
will say one thing of them however, and that is 
during what time I have spent in Plymouth, I 
; lave scen nothing of the kind, an‘i they have 
|treated me with respect, with kindness, and 
with affection. Astothere being no revivals 
anong them, I hope there never will be, what 
is in our'day, denominated a revival, where a 
number of females collect together, and their 
passions are wrought up to the highest pitch of 
excitement, through fear of being sent to ant 
endless hell! ‘lo show that the Universalists 
have an interest in the success of what they 
deem honestly and sincerely to be the truth, [ 
need only refer you to two things ¢ one, is, the 
erection of atemple for the purpose of being 
accommodated in worshipping God according 
to the dictates of their own consciences; and 
also that they have settled a preacher, whose 
talents well qualify him for the dujgwand whose 
kindness and liberality well des mitation. 

You ridicule the idea of comin hear the 
Universalists preach ; but, Sia, you do not hes- 
itaf%@to misrepresent their sentiments. You 
said they held to the sentiment, that men would 
go to heaven without a change. Which, Sir, is 
most hononrable to your character, to go and 
hear them, or misrepresent their doctrine ? 

You contended, that the words eternal death 
and eternal misery were in the Bible. Aston- 
ishing, Sir, that you should not know better 
than this. You were also ignorant of the pas- 
sages which say—The Lord will not cast off 
forever.” Lam. iii. 31. You also eontended 
that the resurrection spoken of in I, Cor. xv. 
meant that dead Christians only should be rais- 
ed. As also Rev. v. 13, meant,that ali Christ- 
ians should say, “ Blessing, hottour, glory, and 
power be unto him, that sitteth upon the throne 
and unto the Lamb forever and ever.” You 
asked me if I believed in immortal devils. I 
only know of one devil, Sir,,and the Son of 
God was manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil, I. John iii. 8, and him that 
hath the power of death, that is the devil, Heb. 
ii. 14. Your idea of the fallen angels, I sus- 
pect you got from Milton. 

“You seemed that evening to look upon me 
as something éxtremely ermll, aud scarcely 
worthy your notice, calling me a strippling : 
asking me if I knew the original languages : 














who is a master in Israel? 
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in that quarter. You gave your consent, for 
me to speak. All these things, Sir, affect me 
very little. I know that I am young and in- 
experienced, and perhaps may be called with 
some propriety, a mere stripling. But, Sir, 
stripling or not, I am not afraid to stand forth 
in defence of the promise made by Jehovah to 
Abraham, “That in his seed all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed.” Gen. xxii. 18.— 
That “‘ God will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth,” I. 
‘Tim. ii. 4, and that “‘God has sworn by him- 
self, the word has gone out of his mouth in 
righteousness, and shall not return, that unto 
him every knee shall bow, and every tongue 
shall swear, surely shall say, in the Lord have 
I righteousness and strength,” Isa. xlv. 23, 
24. 

You were pleased, in a polite manner to 
send me to hell, if I should not repent. Per- 
haps, Sir, I may be fortunate enough to obtain 
repentance, though none, I suppose would be 
genuine, unless it were of the orthodox stamp. 
~ [commend you, Sir, for your politeness and 
attention in inviting me to your house on 
the evening aforesaid, though I may never 
again have such an opportunity, as difference 
of sentiment on your part will, no doubt, pre- 
sent an insuperable barrier to all further mter- 
course, unless by means of the pen. 

Since our meeting, Sir, I have been inform- 
ed that is a report abroad that you con- 
tuted rgument. I know not who made 
this, neither do I care: but thus much I will 
say, that I am perfectly willing, and not only 
so, but I earnestly request a continuation of 
the controversy, bya friendly discussion, either 
by written communication, or public inter- 
view. 

Yours, with affection and respect. 
CHARLES SPEAR. 


Rev. Freperick Freeman, Plymouth. 









INFIDELITY. Go to India to convert the 
heathen? Is there not employment enough for 
your Missionary labours at home? Or can you 
succeed best among a people who are strangers 
to your language, and strongly prejudiced a- 
gainst your religion and your customs? The 
time consumed, and money expended in pass- 
ing the seas; in learning the idiom and the 
manners of savages and semi-barbarians, and 
in erecting establishments among them: 


Could it not be more advantageously appro- 
priated in combating infidelity at home. and 
dispensing the “‘word of truth” among breth- 
ren of our own families? It is a subject of 
just and meritorious concern, that the Bible is 
too much regarded as an idle tale in our own 
land. Parents are, rearing- their children ei- 
ther with a total negleet. of its holy doctrines 
~ and precepts, or upon the other hand, with a 

careful pre-possession-@f their tender minds in 
' favour of tenets calculated to -producé distrust 
toward the Oreator, and ultimately to exclude 
all that reverence for His Holy word, which is 


The EDITOR,—Being fully persuaded that we 
cannot offer for the perusal of our patrons, any thing 
which will be more engaging, instructive and enter- 
taining than the numbers which will appear under the 
following title, earnestly recommends them to the 
careful and attentive reading of all, into whose hands 
our numbers may chance to fa!l'; assuring them that 
they are, emphatically, what they purport to be,— 

INTERESTING VIEWS 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 
WoO. 1. 

The author, in this work, proposes to con- 
sider the foundation and nature of testimony, 
however perfect and certain, is sufficient to es- 
tablish the certainty or probability of facts, 
which are in opposition to the ordinary course 
of nature. The merit of witnesses is to be es- 
timated by two general and essential condit- 
ions, their capacity and integrity. If the wit- 
nesses are men of plain, common sense, they 
will be sufficiently capable of judging of pal- 
pable facts, and can easily ascertain that there 
is no mistake. But because the most palpa- 
ble facts may be altered or disguised by impos- 
ture or interest, testimony supposes acknowl- 
edged probity and disinterestedness in the wit- 
nesses. Since the probability of any faet in- 
creases according to the number of the depo- 
nents, testimony requires that this number be 
sufficiently great. And because a fact is al- 
ways better known, the more circumstantial it 
is, and because a secret combination amongst 
the deponents is never less presumable, than 
when the depositions comprehend the essen- 
tial circumstances of the fact, without resem- 
bling each other in manner and in form, testi- 
mony demands circumstantial depositions, 
which concur together, and yet are varied in 
form and expression. If it should happen, that 
certain facts, attested by different eye-wit- 
nesses, run counter to their most ancient, most 
deeply-rooted, and most beloved prejudices, 
the fidelity of their depositions will increase 
in >ropdlion to the certainty that they were 
deeply tinctured with those prejudices. If it 
should be found at the same time, that the wit- 


nesses united to the most essential conditions }! 


of testimony, some transcendent qualities not 
to be discovered in ordinary witnesses ; if to 
sound sense and irreproachable manners they 
joined eminent virtues, the most universal, 
constant, and active benevolence ; if this had 
néver been denied by their very enemies; if 
they persevered in their testimony with heroic 
constancy, and even sealed it with their blood, 
it would appear, that such a testimony must 
have all the force of which human testimony 
can be susceptible. If, therefore, the witnes- 
ses whom the Messenger has c unite in 
their own persons so many ordinary and extra- 
ordinary conditions, I should think says the 
author, that I could not reject their deposit- 
ions without acting in direct violence to my 
reason. es 

But, continues he, it is undoubtedly the first 
condition of testimon y, that the facts attested 









so-essential to a christian life—Newark Int. 





laws of nature. 


be not ph i ble, or cen to the 
Now the inoet CObetant ex- 


perience declares against the physical possibil- 
ity of the resurrection of the dead. Neverthe- 
less, witnesses, supposed highly worthy of cred- 
it, attest, that a dead man hasrisen again’ It 
appears less probable, says M. Bonnet, that a 
witness eminently virtuous would attest a false 
hood, than that a body should undergo a mo- 


cause and end for this modification; but far 
from discovering any sufficient reason why 
such a witness should deceive me, I discover, 
on the contrary, many very powerful motives 
to induce him to conceal the fact, if the love 
of the truth had not predominated in his breast.. 
And if several witnesses of this discription 
concur in attesting the same miraculous fact ; 
if they constantly persist in their depositions ; 
if by so doing they evidently expose them- 
selves to the greatest calamities, and to death 
itself, the imposture of such witnesses would 
be a violation of the laws of the moral world, 
which could not be supposed, without contra- 
dicting all the notions of common sense. Ex- 
perience indeed proves, that according to the 
common course of nature, the dead do not rise 
again ; but it can never prove, that it is physic- 
ally impossible for the dead to rise again.— 
From the uniformity of the course of nature, it 
can never be logically argued against the tes- 
timony, that this uniformity is: not constant : 
for the experience which attests the uniformi- 
ty of the course of nature, does not in the least 
degree prove, that this course cannot be chang- 
ed or mordified.* 

If would also be a contradiction to all the 
notions of common sense to imagine, that 
such witnesses could be deceived. For it is 
supposed, that they attested very palpable 
facts, of which the senses could judge as well 
as of any other facts, and which the witnesses 
were very much interested to have ascertained. 
The senses surely were sufficient to ascertain 
that a paralytic walks, that a blind man sees, 
that a dead man rises again. The supposit- 
ion, that such witnesses could not be deceiv- 

, is principally founded on their integrity. 
nd the probability of this supposition would 
be very much augmented, ifthe facts in ques- 
tion were of such a nature, that they could not 
be believed by men of good sense, if they had 
not been true. A false doctrine, no doubt, 
may easily gain credit: for it is the province 
of the understanding to judge of doctrine, and 
it may not be always provided with the knowl- 
edge necessary for discovering falsehood in 
certain cases. But as to things which affect 
all the senses, things of public iéty, things 
which happen in times and of gain- 
sayers, things which combat national, political, 
and religious prejudices, how could impostors, 
who had not entirely lost their senses, flatter 
themselves for a single moment that they could 
procure credit to such things? Surely they 
would not think of persuading their own coun- 
trymen and contemporaries, that a man, known 


*Vide Dr. Campbell's Essay on Miracles, and pati 





ticularly the Notes of tho French Transletor. 


dification contrary to the common course of 
nature ; because, says he, I clearly discover a. 
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favour of certain religious opinions, the most 
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by all the world, and who died in public, was 
risen again: that at the death of this man, 
there was darkness over the whole country for 
several hours; that the earth shook, &c. If 
these impostors are illiterate men, and of the 
lowest rank, it would be still farther from their 
thoughts to pretend to speak foreign languages, 
and they would not dare to throw upon a nu- 
merous society the absurd reproach, that it 
abuses an extraordinary gift, which it had nev- 
er received. It isnot at all probable, that such 
facts could ever have been admitted, had they 
been false. This would appear still more im- 
probable, if they who publicly professed to be- 
lieve such facts, and who spread them abroad, 
voluntarily exposed themselves to every thing 
most dreadful to human nature, and if, at the 
same time, no trace of fanaticism be perceived 
in their depositions. In fine, the improbabil- 
ity of the things would appear to increase very 
much, if the public testimony given to such 
facts had produced a revolution much more as- 
tonishing than those which the most famous 
conquerours ever produced. 

But though the miracles of the Gospel, 
should be attended with all the circumstances 
which reason demands, and which have been 
above described, still there are some funda- 
mental objections, which the author endeav- 
ours to remove. 

He observes, that the religious annals of all 
nations are replete with miracles and prodi- 
gies ; and that there is scarcely one religious 
opinion which does not produce miracles, and 
even martyrs in its favour. The human mind 
delights in the marvellous : it has a kind of in- 
nate taste for every thing extraordinary or 
new : it is always struck with relations of pro- 
digies : it lends them, at least, an attentive ear, 
and often believes them without examination: 
it even seems to be too much disposed to doubt, 
but loves rather to believe. 

These natural dispositions of the mind tend 
very much to increase, in thinking minds, a 
general distrust of every thing which has the 
air of a miracle, and must engage them to be 
very scrupulous of admitting proofs, which are 
adduced in matters of this kind. 


But will the visions of alchymy determine a 
—s to reject the truths of chemistry ? 

cause many books in physics and hystory 
contain fallacious observations, controverti- 
bleand rashly hazarded facts, will a rational 
sceptic draw a general conclusion against all 
books of physics and {pret Will he ex- 
tend this conclusion to all the observations, to 
all the facts indiscriminately ? 

If many religious opinions have borrowed 
the aid of miracles, this circumstance would 
seem to prove, that at all times, miracles have 
been considered the most expressive language 
which the Divinity could address to men, and 
as the characteristic seal which he could affix 
to the mission of his messengers. 

Upon comparing the miracles, attested by 
the witnesses, whose depositions are to be in 
future examined, with the facts produced in 


enormous difference is apparent, The former 
seem so superior in kind, in number, in diver- 
sity, in unity, in duration, in notariety, in their 
direct and particular utility, and especially in 
the importance of their general design, in the 
magnitude of their consequences, and the 
force of their testimonies, that it must be ad- 
mitted they are at least very probable; while 
the others must be rejected, as mere inven- 
tions, equally ridiculous in themselves, and 
unworthy of the wisdom and majesty of the 
Lord of the whole world. 

If in the most enlightened age of the world, 
and in the capital of a great kingdom, mira- 
cles were pretended to be wrought by convul- 
sions ; if a man high in office, has published 
those pretended miracles; if he has endeav- 
oured to support them by different testimon- 
ies ; if a numerous society has adduced those 
facts, as proofs of the truth of its opinion re- 
specting a passage in a treatise of theology pin 
all this nothing can be seen but: a burlesque 
invention, demonstrating the most amazing 
deviations of human wisdom. 

Because error has had its martyrs as well 
as truth, martyrs cannot be considered as un- 
doubted proofs of the truth of an opinion: but 
if men of virtue and good sense suffer martyr- 
dom in support of an opinion, it may be law- 
fully concluded, that they are persuaded, at 
least, of the truth of that opinion. If upon 
inquiring, therefore, into the foundation of 
that opinion, it be found, that those were 
facts, which were so palpable, so numerous, 
so different, so linked together, and so con- 
nected with a most important end, that it was 
morally impossible that the witnesses could be 
deceived, their martyrdom must be considered 
as the last seal of their testimony. 

And if the declared enemies of the witness- 
es, their own countrymen and contemporar- 
ies, should ascribe the greatest part of the mi- 
raculous facts to a cause very different from 
that assigned by the witnesses, this circum- 
stance Mula appear an indirect acknowledg- 
ment of those facts: for men do not ascribe a 
cause for facts which they think false; but 
they deny them, and prove their falsity, if they 
are able to do so. This acknowledgment will 
acquire great force, if those enemies of the 
witnesses were at the same time their lawful 
superiours, and if they possessed all the means 
which power and authority can supply, to con- 
fute a presumptuous imposture ; and if they 
never confuted it. What should we think then, 
if we learned that the witnesses, whom their 
own magistrates could not confound, constant- 
ly persevered in charging those magistrates 
withthe greatest of crimes, and that they even 
dared to accuse them face to face ? 





Extract from Dr. Dwight,s Sermon on the 
4 manner of preaching. 

* An affectionate manner isin itself Bs 0 

and engaging. _Mennaturally love those, w 

appear benevolent and ‘tender-hearted ; an 

most of all, require, and love this character in 


or its opposite, can hardly fail to appear in his 
discourses. There are so many things in the 
subjects of his preaching, which naturally call 
forth tenderness and affection, that, if he pos- 
sess this disposition, it cannot fail to appear 
in his sentiments, in hislanguage, and in his 
manner of utterance. Wherever it appears, it 
will be acknowledged, and loved; and the 
words of a beloved preacher will always come 
to his flock with a peculiar power.of persua- 
sion. 





Telescope and Mliscellany. 


“ Earnestly eontend for the faith.” 








Provipence, Saturpay, Sept. 1, 1827. 


INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


In entering upon the editorial duties of another 
year, we are impressed witha conviction of the re- 
sponsibility which the undertaking involves: A re-~ 
sponsibility from which we would gladly be relicved, 
were we not convinced that duty to the cause of 





'truth calls for every honest and laudable exertiou 


within our power to render, for the advancement of 
her interests among the intelligent of our race. 

The present is an age of great inquiry and uncom- 
mon exertion among professors of religion of every 
sect and party : And perhaps it may be justifiable to 
add, a time when the powers of darkness are strug- 
ling against the rising beams of light, and employing 
every engine of its own creation toarrest the progress 
of religious knowledge, and to parali#® the noble 
energies of rcason, so far as to enslave the human 
mind to the dogmas of unnatural superstition, and the 
fears which a lively and misguided fancy can create. 

Being fully persuaded that the darkness of error 
still holds in painful and relentless bondage a vast 
multitude of our brethren, we feel it a duty, to which 
we are prompted by.every generous and sympathet- 
ic power of our nature, to tender our best exertions 
for their assistance in arriving at a state of moral free- 
dom, and in aiding their minds in the attainment of 
the knowledge of that truth which will make them 
free from envy, free from the tyrrannical dominion 
of sin. In thus directing our humble efforts, we hope 
toimitate the labours of him who went about doing’ 
good, administering comfort to all that mourned, and 
pointing the desponding soul to the ‘promised inheri- 
tanee of immortality. But in the discharge of these 
duties, we expect to encounter opposition, jealousy, 
envy and abuse. The Prince of life, himself, did not 
escape the pestifcrious blasts of slander and unmerit- 
ed reprorch and abuse, nor the maddening rage of de- 
signing and unprincipalled bigots. It would there- 
fore be unreasonable to expect a better fate at the 
hands of those who are stung to the heart by the hu- 
miliating truths which we promulgate and defend, 
Truths which remind them that they are “poor and 
miserable, and blind and naked,” before God, notwith- 
standing their arrogant assumption of an exclusive 
title to the true riches-' The doctrine which teaches 
their entire dependence upon the grace of God for 
salvation and all the efjoyments of heaven seems in| 


dj tolerable to the pride of the human heart, and is 


therefore rejected . with as much disdain at the 








the Minister of the Gospel.. This character, 


present day, asit was eighteen hundred years since ; 
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when it was enforced by the commanding eluquence | in defence of a future retribution against the of allat death, introduce markind into heaven, 
. . . | , * . z 
of Him, whom engels delighted tohonor. But it is} arguments used by Mr. Bartow and others, | regardless of a moral or religious character.— 


written by the finger of the Atmicury upon the | who confine al! punishment to this life. * Je-| This must be settled by proving that all possess 


glowing beams of the king of day, which visit every | rome” called oa me to bring forward ray rea-| such characters, previous to, or, at death. If 


region of the globe,— it is inscribed upon every page sons why the book ought to be patronized — he should succeed in proving this, I will fall in 
of that equal Providence which supplies the nataral| ‘This I did ; and he does not attempt to show | with his sentiments. Ifhe should fail ia the 
wants of allcroation; and it burst in full immortal| that these reasons were insuficient to justify | attempt, then I will adduce my evidence in 
chorus upon the world, when seraphick millions | the recommendation which FT gave. In my | support of future punishment, and leave it with 
thronged the nether sky, and in strains of angclick reply to him, I stated that it appeared to me, | the public to judge, on which sidethe balance 
eweotness, proclaimed glad tidinzs of great joy to all| that those who believe in immediate kappiness | of evidence lies. ‘This I will do, or leave the 
people. ofull atdeath, intreduced thero into heaven, re- | controversy where itis. “Jerome’s” duty is 

The testimony of the gospel which asserts the il-| gardiess of a moral or religious character.— | now plain, and he may.take hischoice, and no 
limitable and impartial grace of God, was accompa-| This he denied: Then I called on him to one can say, this is unreasonable ; but I hope 
nied, in the days of the Son of man, by the demonstra-| prove, that all possess such characters, pre-|if he writes again I shall see more candour 
tive evidence of splendid miracles; sealed by his| vious to, or, at death, ‘This he has not only | and sound argument. L. HM. 
blood, when he, by the grace of God, tasted death for | refused to do; but contrary to ell just rules of = 


: : ‘ 1 : 
every man}; and was confirmed by the resurrection | controversy, called on me to prove an oppo- 


of the great Redeemer, when he brought the joyous 
evidenee of immortality to light. 

The apostles of our Lord rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer persecution in a cause so 
glorious: And bidding defiance to the frowns, and dis- 
reguding the flatteries of the world, they veutured 
forth in the strength of Immanuel, labouring and 
suffering reproach, because they trusted in the living 
God, as the Saviour of al! men, and boldly proclaim- 
ing that salvation to a dying world, and thus libera- 
ting innumerable captives from the prisom of mora! 
death. 

Having these worthy examples and testimonies for 
our guide and eneouragement, we hope manfully to 
stem the current of popular prejudice,and fairly tomect 


our opponen's in the feld of honorable investigation, | 


wielding no weapons but such as are compatible with 
the dignity of the christian cause. 

With the hopes of rendering this paper a medium 
of useful instruction, and of meriting a continuance of 
that liberal patronage which it at present receives, 
we tender due acknowledgments to our patrons for all 
past favors, and offer a continuance of our best efforts 
to render the future numbers of this paper more wor- 
ty of their patronage and attentive perusal 

Enpi7or. 





FOR THE TELFSCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
REPLY TO “JEROME.” 

Mr. Editer—The controversy between 
“Jerome” and myself has no doubt become 
wearisome to you and your readers, on account 
of the marnmer in which it has been conducted; 
und I regret that it could not have been man- 
aged differently ; but the reader will perceive. 
that it is difficult if not impossible to bring 
“Jerome” to a fair and candid discussion of 
the subject in debate ; for he finds it more ea- 
#y to indulge in expressions of wit and satire 
than to come forward and support his senti- 
ments manfully by arguments drawn from 
seriptare and reason. 

‘“‘Jerome’s” last communication contains no 
argument either against what I have written, 
er in favour of his own sentiments, and of'| 
course does not deserve a formal.reply. I 
will therefore, Mr. Editor, with your consent 


)site doctrine; viz. future punishment. Now 
let me ask every reasonable person, does it 
not belong to “ Jerome,” to prove that all are 
prepared for heaven the moment they leave 
this world, or acknowledge he cannot? He 
| stated that my sentiments were analogous to 
ithe Papal purgatory. This I denied; and 
|have shown by comparing the two systcins 
|together, that there is no analogy between 
ithem. Andnow,ifthe believers in immediate 
happiness ofall at death, do not introduce man- 
kind mto heaven, regardless of a moral or re- 
ligious character, it is his duty to show they 
do not, or abandon the system. And of this 
| 1 think he is well aware, and not feeling him- 
self able to support his system, it appears from 
his last that he wishes to hide it from the pub- 
lic; for he denies that he has advaneed his 
own sentiments. And it appears that he is 
willing to be considered a Jew, a Mahometan, 
or any thing, rather than attempt to support 
| the sentiments which he first advanced. But 
I can inform “Jerome,” that he has expressed 
his sentiments too plainly to think of conceal- 
ing them, and if he has got hold of a system 
that he cannot support, he would do well to 
| abandon it. - 

| Jerome,” seems to flatter himself, that I 











FOR TNE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
ON SLANDER.—2oO. 1. 


“ He that hideth hatred with lying Lps. and he’ 
that uttereth a slander. is a fool.”—Pror. x, 18.— 
“Their throat is an’ open sepulcbre ; with their 
tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is 
| under their lips.” Rom. iii. 13.. “ A naughty persen, 
}a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth. He 
winkcth with his eyes, he speaketh with his fect, he 
teacheth with his fingers. Frowardness is in bis heart, 
he deviscth mischief continuai'y ; he suweth discord. 
Therefore shail his calamity come suddenly ; sudden- 
ly shall he be broken without remedy. These six 
things doth the Lord hate; yea, seven are an abom- 
ination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and 
hands that shed innocent blood. An heart. that de- 
viseth wicked imaginations, fect that be swift in run- 
ning into mischief. A false witness that speeketh 
lyes, and him that seweth discord among breth- 
ren. —D ror. vi. 12, 19. 

The scriptures speak plain!y against slander 
and tale bearing. It is an evil greatly to be 
deplored—and greatly to be lamented that so- 
many are tainted withit.. It is a moral disease 
and only flourishes in an impure atmosphere 
of an unpolished and ignorant mind. It is an- 
infectious bane that throws its pestiferous infin 
ence into-every heart wherever there may be 
found a vacancy to usher in its hydra head to 
cover its deformity. It isan enemy that lurks, 
haunts, molests, and attacks on every side, and 
like ‘‘a roaring lion goes about seeking whony 





| have done ail that could be done im defence of | he may devour.” 


| future punishment. But I willimform him that 
| Lhavedone nothing. I do not pretend that I 
| have done any thing in defence of the doctrine 
—I have not attempted = to support the doc- 
trine by the scripture ; because I did not con- 
sider that the nature of the controversy requir- 
ed it. The doctrine ofa future limited pun- 
ishment IT believe is plainly taught im the Bi- 
ble, and I am ready to make it appear in its 
proper place > But Ldo not think that the na-- 
ture of the present controversy requires that I 
should adduce my evidence in support of this 
doctrine. The present controversy originated 
concerning @ book ur defence of future pun-- 
ishment; and I think enough has already. been 
said on that subjeet. But.if“Jerome” has a 
desire to discuss the subject of future punish- 
mentd amvready to do it with candour and 





lay before the readers in a brief manacr the; 
state of the present controversy. 

Lhis controversy originated. concerning a. 
book which Br. Hupson «is. about publishing | 





fairness, , : q 
‘The only question which remains now to be 
settled, in. the present controversy, is, whether 


Taking our example from scripture and fol- 
lowing its cesti » We shall be induced, in 
the following remit s, “to use great-plainness’ 
of speech.” We only apply our observations: 
to those who find the-garment to suit the best— 
whoever itdoes suit, we are perfectly willing 
they should wear it—only advise such to put it 
off, and substitute for it,.a new made garment 
of “Prudence !’? We have no. idea of flatter- 
ing—but calculate to depict the evil in its true 
colours, and properly expose its — ten- 
.dency.. It is high time for people to be put om 
| their quand it high time for “ the watch- 
mem’ to. give the alarm—it is high. time to 
awake and put at-defiance the intruders and 
distarbers of our peace—yea,, it is high time 
“to cry and spare not,” of giving a. proper and 
reasonable warning to the dreadful and devas~ 
tating epidemic of that-direful. and licentious 
practice of invective, called slander, or it. ma 
be sometimes termed scandal ! n had. 





those who believe in. the immediate happiness 





avery correct idea of, this nuisance, when-he: 
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siid, “he that hideth hatred with lying lips, and 
he that uttereth a slander, is a fool.” 

In considering the certain effects of slan- 
der, we find it is too true what a late sensible 
and observing writer has said ; and whose words 
we now quote to shew to our readers that we 
are not alone in forming our: opinion on this 
subject as to its nature or the real effects it 
may have in consequence of its final predomi- 
nance. This writer says, in commenting on his 
text, in I. Timothy v. 13, ‘ That the pas- 
sage which is placed at the head of this article 
tells us of those who are idlers, wanderers, tat- 
ler:, speaking things they ought not. The 
light of almost every day furnishes illustrations 
of this divine declaration. They are to be 
found not only among the poorer and inferiour 
grades of society ; but they can be numbered 
where affluence, where*intelligence, where 
honour resides. ‘These habits of idleness and 
of defamation are having too much influence 
insociety. They are engendering evils which 
tend to uadermine the felicity of individuals, 
and the peace and good order of communitics. 
It is time now, when so much is doing to exter- 
minate vice, as it is fostered by the intemperate, 
the profane, and the Sabbath breaker, that 
something should be done to destroy the conta- 
gion which these practices are emitting into 
our moral atmosphere.” 

Further, this writer says “ Business may 
plead for frequent intercourse with our neigh- 
bours, and then we speak things which we 
ought. But when this intercourse is support- 
ed neither by business nor by friendship, then 
we-are entitled to make the inference that 
things are spoken “ which ought not to be.” — 
Then we are upheld in supposing that the 
theme of conversation is not what interests the 
cotary of religion; not what charms the /over 
of science ; not what gives the political aspirant 
new zest for clambering the rugged ascent to 
honour. No. Such themes as these interest 
not these “‘busy bodies.’’ Person’s characters 
must be their subjects. The business of neigh- 
bours must be canvased or examined. - Their 
plans must be scrutinized, and if in their inge- 
nuity they are not exceeded, must be misrepre- 
sented and perverted. The conversation 
which these “busy bodies” hear in one family 
must be made to savor of personal reprehension 

when retailed in the next, and thus be made 
the seeds whose fruits are perpetual hostilities 
to harass the peace of those who always “ had 
taken sweet counsel together and walked:to 
the house of God in company.” When these 
“busy bodies” are persons who from their arts, 
their measures, and their ordinary demeanour, 
they imagine, and design to obtain an honour- 
able rank in the community, they must assail 
their characters with all the asperity of lan- 
guage and virulence of invective in their pow- 
etto command. For the truth of thése re- 
marks let the existing state of things, as almost 
every town will exhibit, speak. Some places 
are much worse than others. Cannot the rea- 
der call to/hig “ mind’s eye,” characters who 


| before him many who have withal learnt to be 
idle, wandering about from house to house ; and 
| not only id/e but tatlers also, and busy bodies, 
speaking things which they ought net,” cre- 
ating their tales of slander, and zealously pub- 
lishing them to the world? Now, I seriously 
ask, what is the motive or incentive to these 
actions of the these “ busy bodies?” Is it to 
effect the reformation of those upon whom 
they shower their calumny ? It cannot be ; for 
its victims are generally of superiour merit to 
those by whom they are offered a sacrifice. It 
can be nothing but the passion which prompted 
the adversary of souls to enter the garden of 
paradise, and there to disturb the quiet of our 
first progenitors and parents,” 

Our writer in concluding says, “In view of 
these things, ought not something be done !— 
Ought domestic tranquility longer to be invad- 
ed by these “busy bodies,” when the evil can 
| be so easily remedied? . Yes, we trust there 
can be something done. Let them who make 
shipwreck of character, who love to dispoil 
merit of its loveliness, and virtue of its attrac- 
tions, however elevated they are made by their 
wealth or intelligence, be made to wear the 
badge of ‘“‘CatuMNiaTor,” at which society 
may look and avoid them. Could this be done, 
and what is more easy, characters would no 
longer be blackened by slander. Innocence 
would no longer be enrobed in the habiliments 
of guilt. Ifsociety would manifest their opin- 
ion of these ‘‘busy bodies” by such overt ex- 
pressions as could not be hid from them, their 
number would rapidly diminish. ‘The want 
of this manifestation is the only bar to their 
reformation. Let individuals come out and 
boldly express their scorn when they behold 
the calumniator busy at his work of defarma- 
tion. Let the press, which has been too long 
silent, send forth its influence ; let the sacred 
functionary of the pulpit more frequently “cry 
aloud and spare not,” those who belong to the 
community of “busy bodies.” Let these things 
bedone, and the work ofreformationis begun.” 

Thus we find slander is depicted by others; 
and the foregoing is but a faint glympse of 
what it is, as giving its most odious aspect in 
its true light. The remainder of our remarks 
is reserved for another communication. 

R. C. 
FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY..- 


A GOOD EX ADIPLE. 


Mr. Eorror—The First Universalist So- 
ciety in North-Providence (village of Paw- 
tucket) takes this method to tender their re- 
spects to Steruen Jenks, Esq. for the recent 
and liberal donation which he has made to the 
Society, of a handsome and convenient lot of 
land® as a site for the erection of a Meeting- 
House for the use of said Society. The lot 
is situated a fewrods north of Rev. Mr. Bene- 
prcv’s Meeting-House, and is the most con- 
venient and handsome location for a place of 
ager worship that can be found in the vicin- 
ity of Pawtucket ; being song easy of ac- 
cess from every direction. It commands a 





| pect of the surrounding country, and is so sit- 
uated as to accommodate the inhabitants of 
Central-Falls, as well as Pawtucket. The 
Society designs the erection of a convenient 
house for public: worship, on said lot, as soon 
as subscriptions for that purpose can bepbtainec’. 

May the laudable zeal and liberal feelings 
which have prompted Br. Jenks to this noblo 
deed, be imitated by every member of this 
Society : and while his example shall be held 
in grateful remembrance, may others, accord- 
ing to their ability, “‘ go and do likewise.” 

We trust, and sincerely hope, that our aged 
and respected Brother Jenks may live to sco 
a convenient house of worship erected on the 
fine lot of land, for which we are indebted to 
his generosity, and joyful converts to the faith 
of the gospel croud its temple-gate; and may 
he live many years to come, and enjoy the 
privilege of uniting with us, and others who 
shall assemble to mingle in the delightful ser- 
vices of prayer and praise, within the walls of 
the sanctuary which we are about erecting to 
the honour of Jehovah’s name. 

May he long sit beneath the sound of the 
gospel, and the evening of his days be ren- 
dered doubly pleasant and joyful, by the glad 
tidings of salvation and the advancement of 
liberal and enlightened views. And whenhe 
shall have done worshipping in temples made 
with hands, and the earthly house of his tab- 
ernacle shall be dissolved, may he have a 
building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 

In behalf of the Society— 

STEPHEN CUTLER. 





FOR THF TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 

Mr. Editor—I find by reading your paper, 
that some of your correspondents believe, that 
all misery is confined to this life, and that al! 
men are happy immediately after death. This 
is a doctrine which I wish to be true. Can it 
be proved by scripture and reason? Ifit can, 
I shall very much rejoice. I wish, therefore, 
through the medium of your paper, to request 
some one of your able correspondents who be-~ 
lieves in this doctrine, to come forward and 
show me his arguments in its support. I do 
not wish him to disprove any other opinion, 
but to offer the strongest arguments which he 
he has in support of his own. I presume this 
will be a pleasing task to one who has a good 
degree of the assurance of the above doctrine, 
and it certainly would be very gratifying to me, 
as well as many others. Will you have the 
goodness, Mr. Editor, to insert this in your 
paper, that any one who believes and advo- 
cates the above doctrine, may have an oppor- 
tunity of supporting his cause, and giving sat- 
isfaction to AN INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH. 


To Corresroxpryts.—The Editor is happy to ac- 
knowledge the numerous favours which he has re- 
ceived from the pens of his correspondents, and re- 
spectfully solicits a continuance of their aggistance, 







by forwarding short resting communications 
for the TELEscorE. ISCELLANy. A variety of 
gifts employed p time, to enrich our col- 


amns, will render it a more useful whether 








we here correctly portrayed? Can he not call ] 





pleasant view of the village and a fine pros- 


of original or selected matter. 
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FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 

The following stanzas was presented by a young 

lady of this town, to her amiable friend 

J. A. D. ON PARTING. 

Yes I must go, 'tis fates decree, 

‘That I from:those I love must sever ; 

Vet, can I ever cease to be 

Thine own dear friend, Qh ! never, never. ; 


-' 


Thy kindness soothes, thy converse charms, 
They bind my heart to thine forever ; 

Then can I, ‘midst surrounding harins, 
Forget that kindness, Oh! never, never. 


I've seen each treasur’d joy depart, 
Each link of fond affection sever, 
But that which binds thee to my heart, 

And can it break? Oh! never, never. 
ed 
PAarvied, 

In this town, on Thursday, 23d ult. by Rev. Mr. 
Wilson, Mr. Timotrny Brossy, to Miss Mary S. 
Smarr, of this town. 

On Thursday evening, 23d ult. by Rev. Mr. Pick- 
ering, Mr. Joun Doverass, to Miss Ann Jones, 
all of this town. 

On Wednesday evening, 22d ult. by Rev. Dr. Edes, 
Mr. Joserpn C.‘Wurrtine, of Savannah, Geo. to 
Miss Patrrerce B. Dunrer, of this town. 

Same evening, by Rev. Mr. Wilson, Mr. Samugt 
Rawson, to Miss Exiza Ricumonp, of this town. 

On the 20th ult) by Dr. Gano, Mr. Bensamin T. 
Corrtins, of Georgetown, D. C. to Miss Exiza J. 
Spooser, of this town. 

On Tuesday morning, by Rev. Dr. Edes, Witt1am 
8. Parren, Esq. Attorney at Law, to Miss Exiza W. 
Bripenam, daughter of Samuel W. Bridgham, Esq. 

On Tuesday evening, by Dr. Gano, Mr. Samver 
Conepon, to Miss Mary W. Pearce, daughter of 
Mr. Ear! D. Pearoe. 

In Pawtuckst, on Thursday, 16th ult. by Rev. Mr. 
Cutler, Mr. Grorce M. Srreerer, to Miss Assy 
Bartxett, both of Smithfield. [The above marriage 
was incorrectly insert in No. 52. 

In Smithfield, on Monday evening, by Rev. Dr. 
Edes, Mr. Cuantzs C. Mowry, merchant of this 
town, to Miss Cex1a E. Atpricu, of Smithfield. 

In Tiverton, Mr. Hucn T. Bricurman, to Miss 
Cnrartotte Burt, both of Newport. 

In Hingham, Mass. on the 20th ult. Mr. Marsan 
Liycoxy, Jr. aged seventecn, to Miss Racurex Nicx- 
ERSON, aged sixteen! 

In London, Mr. Wootsey, to Miss Sirx. It was 
a threadbare union, the first being 82 and the letter 77. 
a 


Died, 


In this town, on the 22d ult. Josran G. son of Mr. 
Thomas J. Wardwell. 

On the 23d ult. Mr. Parurr Potrer, merchant, if 
his 38th year. 

On the 24th alt. Mrs. Berszy Eppy, wife of Mr. 
Peleg Eddy, in her 66th year. 

On Saturday evening, Miss Mary Ayn Exiza 
McBripe, of the Boston and Providence Theatres, 





aged 18. 


Soa 


On Friday week, Mrs. Lyp1a W. Srencer, aged 
29. On Sunday evening, Mr. Wartox W. Spencer, 
husband of the deceased, aged 28. Ina fit of delirium 
he jumped from a window in the third story of his 
house, upon the pavement and instantly expired. 

On Monday, morning, Mr. Jacop Waitmay, aged 
65—formerly an enterprising merchant. - 

On Monday afternoon, Azsy Maria, only child of 
Mr. Samuel G. Bodge, aged 15 months. 

On Tuesday evening, Wittiam W. son of Mr. Seth 
Howard, aged 7 months. 

In Olneyville, Maria W. daughter of Dr. Samuel 
W. King. 

In N. Providence, Miss Exiza T. Witiiams,daugh- 
ter of the late Mr. Stephen Williams, aged 23. 

In Rehoboth, Mrs. Lyp1a Mitter, wife of Captain 
Joshua Miller. 

In Attleborough, Mass- on the 19th ult. Mrs. Brt- 
sey Bisuop, wife of Mr. Alanson Bishop, in her 47th 


77. Bristol, on Saturday last, Mrs. Satty Moyno, 
wife of Mr. Edward Munro, aged 86. 

In Newport, Mrs. Mary Moore, wife of Col. Hen- 
ry Moore, aged 48. 

In South-Kingston, Mr. Jonn Rosr, aged 85. 





{G> Owing to some disappointment in not 
receiving our press as soon as we anticipated, 
we have been compelled to postpone the appear- 
ance of this No. beyond the usual time. 


New Printing Office. 
--e@e-- 


The subscriber, has opened a new Printing 
Office at 


WO0.7, WORTH MAIN-ST. 
(THIRD STORY) 


Over Messrs. Smita & Dixe, where he.will 
be happy to execute any orders for 


PLAIN & FANCY 
JOB PRINTING, 


With which he may be favoured. 

His materials, are ALL ENTIRELY NEW, and 
in great variety, of the most modern and fash- 
ionable letter, selected from one of the best 
Foundry’s, in New-England. 

All orders with which he may be favoured, 
will be executed in the NEATEST MANNER, at 
short-notice, and on as good terms, as else- 
where: 

- {> Particular attention paid to the print- 
ing of 
PAMPHLETS, 
SERMONS, — 


RTE iees 
“Ga v , SH =Bill ers 
vt 8, op= = 
Bills, Circulars, = 


Le yso done at his office BY THE 
TIME PROMISED, and warranted equal 
to any other. 


September 1. 





JOUN 8S. GREENE. 





PROPOSALS 
For Publishing the Fourth Volume of the 


CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 


AND 
UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 


"THE Publisher, grateful for the liberal patronage 
which has been extended to this paper, during most 
of the past year, respectfully notify’s its patrons and 
the public, that the work will be continued another 

ear, commencing on the first Saturday of Septem- 

er, instant, so far improved, both in matter and ap- 
pearance, as its patronage will warrant. 

This work, as heretofore, will be devoted to the 
dissemination of religious intelligence—wholesome- 
doctrine—impartial trush—sound morality—pure 

ractical piety—liberal feclings—and free inquiry. — 

ts columns will, as they always have been, be open 
for the communications of persons whose views of 
doctrines are not in aceordance with our own, provi- 
ded they are written in a temperate and christian 
manner. But the Editor {will reserve to himself the 
right of rejecting any confmunication which may ap- 
pear incompatible with the mild spirit of the christian 
religion. 

It is our wish, and will be our aim, to devote a suit- 
able portion of the paper to moral and practical sub- 
jects ; and as far as possible, to contribute our share 
to correcting the errors and vices of the age. 

The doctrine of God’s Universal Providence and 
Grace, are themes on which we delight to dwell, and 
which will frequently find a place in the columns of 
our paper. 

No reasonable exertions will be omitted, to render 
the Curist1an Tevescore anp Universatisy 
Misce.iany both interesting and instruetive, com- 
mensurate with its liberal patronage. 


CONDITIONS. 

The Christian Telescope ann Universalist Miscel- 
lany is published every Saturday morning, and prin- 
ted on good paper and new type, in quarto form of 
eight pages to each number, with a complete index at 
close of the year ; making in all 424 pages to the 
volume. 

The paper will be sent to subscribers at $3 per 
nt -- if paid within six months from the time of 
subscribing. * 

(>To subscribers who receive their papers by sta- 
ges, (not in the mail,) an additional charge of 25 cents 
will be made. 

{> Subscribers who do not give notiee of their wish 
to discontinue their papers, at least one month pre- 
vious to the close of one volume, will be considered 
subscribers for the next, and their bills presented ac- 


er 
| subscription received for less than six 
months, and no paper discontinued till all arrearages 


are paid. 
1) Those who are, ey become agents for this 
pee: will be allowed 12 1-2 cents for every subscri- 
obtained by them, and 6 1-4 per cent for all monies 
remitted by them to the Publisher. 
*,* Subscripti to be returned to JOHN §&. 
GREENE,, Providenca, R. I. as s00n as convenient. 
September 1, 1827. 


JUST RECEIVED, 
AND for sale, at 110 1-2 Westminster-St.A Candid 
Review oat ose Letters, : ing reasons for not 
embracing the doctrine of Universal 
Rev. Josern Hawes, of Con—to which is 
added, Lag cg friendly Letters to i for the 
minist USSELL CANFIELD ‘and proprie- 
tor of the Holzgions Inquirer. ve - 2. 


CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. i Pay i 
A FEW Sets of the Ist and 2d volumes. fa 
xa fy 
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be had on lication at this Office, or 
Wuee er, 110 1-2 Westminster-Street. 


LIGHT OF TRUTH. 


a 





Pen i aon and for ole 110 ere y 
-Stree aw entitled. “ L ight Truth 
Pleasure of Light.” 
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